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THE STORY OF OUR COUNTRY PARISH  
IN CHINA.
T h e  province o f Sh an tung is larger than E n g­
land and W ales , and is supposed to contain 
twenty-nine m illion inhabitants. Shantung was 
the birthplace o f the g reat Chinese sages, C onfu­
cius and M encius, whose tom bs are adorned with 
costly  tem ples. T ’ai Shan, or the G reat M ount­
ain, is a lso  in this province, and is the point 
tow ard w hich  thousands upon thousands o f pil­
grim s m ake their w ay, every  year, to clim b the 
six  hundred w eary steps leading to  the summ it.
O ur parish lies in the n orth w est corner of 
Shantung, near the boundary o f the C h ih li prov­
ince, and stretches to  an indefinite extent in all 
directions from  the little v illage o f P ’ ang C h ia  
Ch uan g (pronounced P ’ong Jea Jwong) as a  cen­
ter. A b o u t the year 1867 a fe w  refugees, belong­
ing to one o f  the m any secret societies w ith which 
C h in a is  honeycom bed, a ll o f w hich are interdicted 
by the governm ent, strayed  into a  chapel o f the 
A m erican  B oard  at Tientsin , and invited the mis­
sionaries to  v isit .their region. T h eir v illage  was 
called  “  N um ber S even ,”  and lies on the bank of 
what is styled  the “ G ran d  C a n a l,”  but which
3(at this point) is not a  canal, and is not grand, 
being m erely an old  river. T h e  people were 
poor ignorant, and suspicious. M any supposed 
that the foreign  barbarian was plotting to seize 
the land and to overturn the governm ent. 
N early  every  one was afraid o f him.
F o r a long time there were no converts, but 
a fter tw o years tw o women were baptized. A  
few  other women and g irls were afterw ards re­
ceived , but it was five years before the first man 
w as ready to accep t the new fa ith , and even then 
the whole number o f m em bers was only eight, all 
but one of whom lived at “ N um ber S e v e n .”  A l­
though th is could  scarcely be considered an 
opening o f special prom ise, in the course of ten 
years from  the beginning the con verts had in­
creased to about forty, scattered in a  dozen vil­
lages.
It was in the autumn of 1877  that the great 
fam ine threw  its broad and baleful shadow  
across five extensive provinces of N orthern  
China. C o un tless m illions died from  starvation  
and o f disease. T h e  g reat cities were overrun 
with refugees. T h e y  con gregated  at P ekin g and 
at T ientsin  in im m ense num bers, and although 
fed to som e extent b y  the authorities, they per­
ished by the thousand. O n a  cold  w indy day in 
January a row of m at-sheds at T ien tsin  which 
was surrounded by a  strong paling of stalks, and 
which w as crow ded w ith women and children, 
suddenly caught fire. T h e  front gate w as locked,
4the gate keep er not to be found, and within the 
space o f five m inutes about 1,200 persons w ere 
e ither suffocated  or roasted alive 1
U rgen t appeals w ere sent to  Shanghai and 
elsew here fo r  fu n d s w ith w hich to prosecute a 
fam ine relief w ork. T e leg ram s w ere sent to 
foreign  lands, im ploring help. Hut during the 
winter m onths navigation  in N orthern  C h in a is 
entirely suspended, and at that time there was 
no overland telegraph. L ate  in the w inter, when 
funds began to be co llected , they were intrusted 
m ainly to the disposition o f the m issionaries 
( R om an C ath o lic  and P ro te s ta n t), the only 
foreigners speaking the lan guage and w illing to 
give  their tim e and strength  to  the task  o f relief 
distribution, in w hich m issionaries o f a ll societies 
assisted.
In  our parish the v illage o f P ’ang C h ia  
C h u an g w as selected  as the center o f relief. 
W ith in  six  m iles o f this p lace there are b y  actual 
count 150  v illages, containing at a m oderate esti­
m ate 60,000 people. T h e  p op ulation  probably 
averages nearly 500 to  the square m ile, or about 
the sam e as in B elgium , the m ost densely popu­
lated country in E urope. T h e  first re lief w as 
given  o n ly  in v illages w here there were church 
m em bers, because funds w ere low . T h u s, these 
church m em bers, instead o f being as heretofore 
reviled  and despised, becam e persons o f great 
local im portance, so u gh t a fter from  all quarters. 
“  W ith o u t the needle the thread cannot en ter,”
5and these Christians suddenly found them selves 
in the position o f needles, draw ing after them  the 
w elcom e thread of fam ine relief. A s  the funds 
increased the v illages were taken  in geographical 
order, from  P ’ang C h ia  C h u an g outwards. 
E very  v illage, and when practicable, every fam ily, 
was inspected, to ascertain  the real condition o f 
the applicants. E ach  adult received on ly about 
a  cent and a h alf p er  diem, and children under 
sixteen, h alf as m uch, yet this trifle w as sufficient 
to  support life. D oo rs h itherto  c lo sed  were now 
g lad ly  opened. It is not im probable th at more 
Chin ese hom es were visited b y  m issionaries, dur­
ing the fam ine relief, than in a ll the seventy 
years previous, since R ob ert M orrison, the first 
m issionary to  C hin a, landed in Canton. T h e  
fam ine relief w as a  gigan tic  advertisem ent and 
an object-lesson in practical Christianity. B enev­
olence is one o f the “ five constant v ir tu e s ”  in 
C h in a , but it is rarely  put in exercise, and in the 
deep distress o f the fam ine year its very  fount­
ains seem ed dried up. T h e  Sunday services 
w ere attended by gradually  increasing throngs, 
m any in quest, no doubt, of loaves and fis h e s ; 
yet som e received the W o rd  w ith gladness and 
w ith intelligence. In  one v illage a w hole yard­
fu l o f women fe ll on their faces to do hom age to 
the m issionaries, whom  they regarded as incarna­
tions o f B uddha, and at the close o f Sunday 
preaching som e w ould com e forw ard  and deposit 
a  single cash  as “ incense m oney.”  Invitations
6lo  preach —  prelim inary to requests for fam ine 
relief —  were num erous, and so  far as was prac­
ticable, were accepted. W hen  the relief work 
closed in July about $ 10,000 had been distributed 
in very sm all sum s, in 117  v illages, and more 
than 20,000 persons had been fed. T h is  made 
an excellent backgroun d fo r the subsequent 
preaching of the gosp el.
In one of these villages the keep er of a tem ­
ple had been interested in Christian ity previously, 
and now persuaded his fe llow  townsm en to re­
m ove the idols from  one tem ple into another, and 
to use the em pty building fo r  a chapel. N o  
harm  havin g befallen  the iconoclasts, either from  
go d s or men, in the autum n the v illagers m us­
tered up sufficient courage to take the fifty or 
sixty idols out of the tem ples altogether and knock 
them  in pieces, in quest o f the lum p o f silver 
which is supposed to represent the heart. But 
as the silver turned out to be only pew ter, their 
hearts were not found right. T h e  fragm ents 
were carried out and buried “  d ark ly  at dead of 
night ”  in a  gutter, where they w ere soon turned 
into what the v illagers term ed “  divine m ud,’ ’ and 
never rose again. T h e  platform s w hich had 
supported the im ages were m ade into tables for 
the scholars in a Christian  school set up in the 
tem ple chapel, the fram es o f the idols were m ade 
into benches, the incense table  served for a pul­
pit desk, and the bell was no lon ger beaten for 
idol w orship, but for Christian m eetings. T h e
7two tem ple buildings, with the dw ellings attached 
and a ll the land appertaining, were deeded to 
the “  Jesus C h u rc h ,”  and the tem ple keeper was 
m ade the chapel keeper, supported as before by 
the incom e of the land, although losing many 
valuable perquisites which he form erly received. 
T w o  years later, on occasion of a dispute over 
the validity o f the g ift, the original grant was 
form ally  confirm ed, and the deeds o f all the prop­
erty were duly stam ped at the district m agistrate’s 
office. Y e t even after this singular and perhaps 
unique transfer, and in spite of the fact that the 
on ly other tem ple in the v illage has been de­
stroyed, and that a Christian  day-school was 
m aintained fo r m any years, the people o f the 
village, taken as a whole, have never em braced 
Christianity. T h e  on ly public idol rem aining is 
a  sm all shrine to  the god  o f the soil, w ho is sup­
p osed to notify  the Chinese P luto when a death 
occurs. F o r m any years this im age was w ithout 
any arm s, and w as likew ise acephalous, but was 
still w orshiped by m ost o f the v illagers ju st as 
if they had never m altreated their other divinities, 
and as if C hristianity had never been heard of. 
W ith in  a  few  m onths this god  has been repaired, 
as the result o f a vow , and seem s destined fo r 
another lease o f pow er. T h e  death o f the 
form er tem ple keep er at this center has m uch 
w eakened the strength of the C hristians, but a 
volunteer B ible wom an has been very diligent in 
h er efforts to teach the other wom en, both
C h ristian s and outsiders, and at present there 
are about seventeen wom en and g irls in the 
v illage under regular C h ristian  instruction.
In the autum n follow in g the fam ine a  new 
and wide-spread interest w as m anifested, and 
num bers applied fo r baptism . W ith in  the next 
six  months 150  were received  to the church, and 
in the spring steps were taken tow ard open­
ing in Shantung a new station. In 1880 two 
fam ilies and a  sin gle  lady w ere appointed to this 
field. W hen  they rem oved to their new  home 
they were presented by the villagers w ith  a huge 
lacquered  tablet, with a  com plim entary inscrip­
tion affirming that they “ heal the w orld  and 
illustrate virtue.”  T h e  m em bers o f the church 
also presented the “ S h ep h e rd s”  w ith  a tablet, 
and m any other v illages w ould h ave  fo llo w ed  
with a sim ilar testim onial, as an exp ression  of 
gratitude for fam ine and m edical relief, if they 
had been suffered to do so. A t  a la ter period 
the “  S hepherds ”  were offered a theatrical ex­
hibition by the v illa g e , as the em bodim ent of the 
C h in ese  idea of the proper w ay to exh ib it lo fty  
resp ect! W hen  this w as declined (tw elve v il­
lages having urged upon us a sim ilar honor) each 
fam ily in our v illage contributed the same 
am ount which they w ould  have given  fo r  the 
erection o f a tem ple, and brought the sum  to  ;h e  
“  Sh ep herd s,”  as their quota tow ard  a new 
chapel, w hich they learned w as m uch needed. 
T h is  little nest-egg w as accom panied b y s - other.
9the g ift o f  a few  p oor G ilbert Island women iti 
H on olulu , w hose hearts w ere touched  on hearing 
from  M rs. B ingham  of the need o f the sm all 
band of Chinese C h ristian s in far-distant Shan­
tung. It w as m any years, how ever, before in 
these n est-eggs the slow  process of incubation 
was begun. W hen  the Shantung C hristians 
once roused them selves to  vigorou s efforts to 
build a  chapel o f their own, help flowed in from 
many unexpected quarters, the h ighest contribu­
tion being received  from  generous friends in 
H onolulu. T h e  new building, w hich is about 
fo rty  feet square, w as com pleted in 18S6 , and is 
now  provided with a fine bell, the gift of Father 
Porter.
Several other sm aller chapels have been since 
built at the out-stations, with m ore or less help. 
O ne o f these was com pleted during the past year, 
fo r which $49  w as contributed by native 
Christians. N o  buildings are rented either for 
Sunday m eetings or for schools. T h e  principle 
is now w ell established that a native church 
needs a  place o f m eeting, and that as soon as 
th ey are in earnest in desiring and w orking fo r it, 
they will g et it. In  places w here no separate 
building has been erected, m eetings are held, as 
in the days o f the apostles, in private houses.
M edical relief, prosecuted with regularity, has 
proved a  far better introduction to the hearts of 
the people than even fam ine relief. Fam ines 
are happily exceptional, but the sick  and the
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poor we have alw ays with us in great numbers. 
Scarcely a fam ily in our v illage is not under obli­
gations to us fo r m edical treatm ent, and there is 
hardly a v illage for m any m iles around which 
has not sent its patients. A lth o u gh  our dispen­
sary is situated in the m idst of a coun try district, 
rem ote from  any large city, the num ber of 
patients has been large, am ounting in 1887 to 
m ore than 9 .000, and in 1888 to  about 17 ,500. 
T h e  hospital patients in the latter year were 18 7 , 
who rem ained an average o f tw elve days. T h e 
patients represent an area several hundred m iles 
square, and com e from  m ore than tw oscore 
counties in Shantung, and h alf as m any m ore 
in C hih li. M uch evangelistic w ork has been 
done am ong them , and great num bers o f them 
have learned the Catechism , the Com m andm ents, 
and the L o rd ’s Prayer. W hile it is often difficult 
to follow  up patients in their hom es, the good  
w ill which is won, the b o o k s w hich they buy, 
and the truths w hich th ey learn, cannot fail in 
due tim e to bear som e fruit. E very  m ission dis­
pensary and hospital is a conspicuous illustra­
tion, which practical Chinese cannot m isunder­
stand, o f the w orkings of Christian ity. M any 
places have thus been opened fo r evangelistic 
w ork which would otherw ise h ave rem ained 
closed.
A  large part o f the tim e o f the ladies is de­
voted to v illa g e  w ork, which has expanded to 
considerable proportions. S ix  v illages are thus
II
regularly  visited for the instruction o f the 
wom en, and eight others occasionally, o f which 
latter one ( K u an  C h u a n g ) is sixteen m iles, and 
another ( H o  C h ia  T ’ u n ) twenty-seven miles 
distant, each ly in g  to the south. A n  incredible 
am ount o f patient labor has been lavished upon 
the teaching o f these w om en. Chinese women 
cannot read, and their husbands regard  them  as 
too stupid  to  learn anything. T h e y  h ave never 
heard of law s of heredity by which a  girl is as 
lik ely  to inherit her fa th er’s capacity as a boy, 
nor w ould they believe in such law s if they were 
explained. But when they see a little maid, 
tau gh t fo r a few  m onths, able to recognize m ore 
ch aracters in the Chinese Testam en t and hymn- 
b o o k  than her father, they are com pelled  to 
adm it that girls can be taught. W h en  th ick ­
headed old  w om en, h alf blind and alm ost deaf, 
are able ( after several thousand trials and fail­
ures ) to repeat the L o rd ’s Prayer, the Ten  
Com m andm ents, several hym ns, and all the 
verses which they have heard explained, and 
w hich are practically  their wrhole Bible, they 
b egin  to secure resp ect, and still better, to re­
spect them selves. W om en from  other villages 
are som etim es invited to the parish center, to 
study for a few  days or w eeks.
D u rin g  the last winter and spring a series o f 
five such station classes fo r wom en w as held, at 
w hich seventy women and g irls  attended, repre­
senting tw enty-eight v illages, the pupils ranging
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in age from  eigh t years to eighty-eight. T h e 
total num ber o f days o f study w as 1 ,030. T h e 
only thing furnished w as fo o d  o f a plain but 
substantial quality, and the result of careful 
supervision o f  the exp ense show ed that even in 
a  year when grain is excep tionally  dear, it is 
possib le  to conduct a class o f this description at 
a very trifling expense. T h e  total cost w as only 
$26, or about two and a  h alf cents a  day for each 
pupil. T h e  w ork  accom plished w as very  satis* 
facto ry , many of the wom en learning the rudi­
m ents o f Scripture truth as they never could  have 
done in their distracted hom es, and receivin g a 
new and practical conception o f the valu e and 
power of prayer. T h is  period of study is fre­
quently one o f the happiest of their lives, and 
w ill be a jo y  in m em ory w hile they live.
Preaching at the large fairs held in the neigh­
borhood is a m ost im portant part o f our w ork. 
M ore than fo rty  such fairs w ere attended last 
year. A t  som e of them  many thousand persons 
are present, and the interest and attention ap­
pear to increase from  year to year. T h o se  who 
are attracted by the preaching, or b y  a tract, 
know  w here th ey can receive further explanation. 
T h e  num ber o f those w ho thus gain som e idea 
o f C hristianity m ust run into the thousands. 
Invitatio ns to preach at v illages are freq u en tly  
received, and often open im portant avenues 
th rou gh  w hich our influence m ay be extended. 
T h ere  are ten regular Sunday m eetings, som e
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of which are a lw ays attended by helpers, and 
others are in part dependent upon local leaders.
Several native assistants have developed in­
teresting Christian  characters, often through 
great trials. O ne, w ho w as a leader in several 
secret sects before em bracing C hristianity, was 
then regarded as a renegade, until the fam ine 
relief, when he becam e a local m agnate, and 
w as a  p illar in the church, until his untim ely 
death in D ecem ber, 1886. H e  w as a fine exam ple 
of a Christian ized  Chinam an, and has le ft be­
hind him a fragran t m em ory. A n oth er, for 
years a stiff C o nfucian ist, is now  able to ex­
pound the gosp el w ith great effectiveness to 
C o nfucian  scholars. “ It requires an elephant 
to capture elephan ts.”  A  young man, w ho w as 
first a T a o ist and then a Buddhist tem ple 
keeper, forsook his callin g, gave  up a ll his 
living, studied at the T rain in g  Sch ool in 
T ’ ung C h o u , and is now  an efficient colporter. 
T h e  num ber o f native assistants is at present 
seven, besides three students in the T h eo lo gical 
Sem inary, w ho have not yet com pleted their 
studies.
T h ere  is no m ore apt illustration o f the grow th 
o f the w ork in a “  country parish ”  lik e  ours than 
that of the seed w hich, being cast into the ground 
b y the husbandm an, grew  secretly, he knew  not 
how. It often happens that seeds w hich seem  
m ost lik e ly  to  spring up have been dropped 
upon soil w here there was no depth o f earth,
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w hile others from  w hich little w as hoped, bring 
forth  m uch fruit. O f this truth, the v illage  of 
H o C h ia  T ’ un, already m entioned, is an example- 
A  few  years ago an ignorant and avaricious old 
m an cam e as an “ inquirer,”  hop in g to  gain  
som ething. From  time to time he repeated his 
visits, on one occasion bringing a grandson and 
o thers whom  he w ished to m ake over to the 
“  Shepherds ”  as a g ift, doubtless hoping to 
secure fo r them a  w inter’s support in a  school. 
T o  one o f these grandsons C hristianity seem ed as 
cold  w ater to a  th irsty sou l, and having cast 
aw ay the tangled web o f superstition with which 
he had been bound, he w as jo y fu lly  baptized, 
as w ell as fo u r  elder brothers, th eir aged 
m other, and m any other m em bers o f their house­
holds. T h e  you n g leader began a daily  evening 
m eeting in his own house, attended by m any 
neighbors w ho spent their days w eaving w icker 
baskets in cellars. In this way he exp lained  
the L o rd ’s P rayer and other p a ss ig e s  as w ell 
as he w as able, frequently returning to  the 
parish center, twenty-five m iles distant, for m ore 
instruction to be dispersed in the sam e manner. 
W ith in  a few  m onlhs about fo rty  persons had 
been bap tized  in this v illa g e , and oth er v illages 
soon becam e accessible.
T h e class in C h in a  m ost hostile to m ission­
aries is the official one. In our parish we have 
alw ays been treated resp ectfully  by the local 
authorities, excep t in one case w here the m agis­
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trate o f a  neighboring district deliberately set 
h im self to the task  o f driving us out. In this 
violent course he proceeded so far as to insult a 
U nited  S tates C onsul, and the contest term inated 
in the rem oval of the m agistrate and his degrada­
tion. T h is  occurrence, w hich took place ju st 
before the m ission fam ilies rem oved to Shan­
tung, exerted upon the contiguous officials a 
w holesom e influence. O ne of them , having list­
ened to a com plaint regarding the introduction 
o f  C hristianity within his jurisd iction, replied 
that as he did not wish to lose his official head, 
if any disturbance to o k  place he should  hold  
the com plainants personally responsible —  a  de­
cision which com pletely w ilted  their hostility.
A m on g the principal hindrances to the pro­
gress o f the gosp el in our parish are the extrem e 
poverty o f the people, w hich  m akes it hard for 
them  to spare the tim e even to  com e and be 
cured o f their diseases, and still harder to keep 
S u n d a y; the dense ignorance o f  m ost o f the 
m en and o f  a ll o f the w om en; the prejudice 
against w hatever com es from  abroad ; the selfish­
ness which hopes to m ake a gain  out o f a new en­
terprise begun by foreigners ; and especially  the 
fact that ages upon ages of superstition and 
practical atheism  seem  to h ave obliterated the 
spiritual facu lty , as the inscription is rusted from  
a long-buried coin, or the eye atrophied from  the 
fish o f the M am m oth C ave. It is for these 
reasons, that w hile m any o f our converts have
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rem ained fa ith fu l, not a  few  h ave  fallen away. 
T h e  present m em bership is about 350 , one third 
o f whom  are wom en. T h e  population which 
m ust hear the gosp el from  us, i f  they are to 
hear it at all, is immense. T h e task of convert­
in g  C hina is the m ost difficult w hich w as ever 
intrusted to the Christian  church. W ill not 
A m erican  Christians, who live  w here there is a 
church fo r every  few  hundred people, earnestly 
pray fo r China, w here there is but one m issionary 
to  h a lf a m illion heathen ? A. H. s.
September, i88g.
Donations should be sent to L a n g d o n  S . W a r d ,  
Treasurer. Copies o f  this leaflet f o r  fr e e  distribu­
tion can be had by applyitig to C. E. SWETT, 
j  Somerset Street, Boston, Mass.
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